The First Reading: 1 Kings 17:7-16

Some time later the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the
land. 8 Then the word of the Lord came to him: ® “Go at once to Zarephath
of Sidon and stay there. I have commanded a widow in that place to supply
you with food.” 19 So he went to Zarephath. When he came to the town
gate, a widow was there gathering sticks. He called to her and asked,
“Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I may have a drink?” I As
she was going to get it, he called, “And bring me, please, a piece of bread.”
12%As surely as the Lord your God lives,” she replied, “I don’t have any
bread —only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. I am
gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal for myself and my
son, that we may eat it—and die.”

13 Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you have said.
But first make a small cake of bread for me from what you have and bring
it to me, and then make something for yourself and your son. 14 For this is
what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of flour will not be used up
and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the Lord gives rain on the
land.””

15 She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every
day for Elijah and for the woman and her family. !¢ For the jar of flour was
not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of
the Lord spoken by Elijah.

The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:27-13:13

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And
in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third
teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those
able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in
different kinds of tongues. 2° Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all
speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 3! But eagerly desire the greater gifts.
And now I will show you the most excellent way.

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only
a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If | have the gift of prophecy and
can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can
move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to
the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain
nothing.

4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps
no record of wrongs. ¢ Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
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8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where
there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will
pass away. ? For we know in part and we prophesy in part,!? but when
perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. ! When I was a child, I talked
like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a
man, I put childish ways behind me.'> Now we see but a poor reflection as
in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall
know fully, even as I am fully known.

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of
these is love.

The Gospel Reading: Luke 4:20-32

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat

down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 2! and
he began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your
hearing.”

22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came
from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked.

23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician,
heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did
in Capernaum.’

24T tell you the truth,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his
hometown. 23T assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s
time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a
severe famine throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of
them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 And there were
many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of
them was cleansed —only Naaman the Syrian.”

28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard

this. 22 They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of
the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the

cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.
31'Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath
began to teach the people. 32 They were amazed at his teaching, because his
message had authority.
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